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entirely by a serious illness. The doctor who attended him
certainly thought poorly of his chances of recovery, though
very highly of his prospects should he do so.
I have been attending a young man [he told a friend] whose conversa-
tion is the most extraordinary I have ever listened to. They speak
highly of the talents of his elder brother ... but depend upon it, if
this young man lives, he must one day be Prime Minister.1
Colonel Napier was not the only prophet! *
There was, however, no question of Arthur dying, what-
ever the doctor thought; his life's work lay before him, and
he had to stay until it was completed. He therefore got well
as quickly as possible, and June of that same year finds him
at Portsmouth waiting to embark.
Richard was very sorry to lose him.
... I shall feel his loss in a variety of ways most bitterly, [he wrote
to a friend on June 20th] and in none more than in the management of
Trim,f where by his excellent judgement, amiable manners, admirable
temper, and firmness, he has entirely restored the interest of my family,2
The ship in which Colonel Wesley sailed was a fast sailing
frigate, and he overtook his regiment at the Cape. Here he
remained until the month of November, entering with zest
into the gaieties of the lively Cape station, a young man
"all life and spirits",3 enjoying a pause in this land of flowers
and sunshine, before passing onwards into that life of service
which stretched interminably into the long future before him.
In November this pleasant holiday ended and the 33rd,
accompanied this time by their Colonel, embarked for India,
arriving at Calcutta in February 1797.
The next peep we get of Arthur is presiding at a dinner in
Calcutta on St. Patrick's Day, " and doing the duties of the
Chair with peculiar credit to himself ".*
1 Ellesmere, p. 161.             *Supp. Despatches, Vol. XIII, p. 3-
* JElers Memoirs, p. 55,       * Hickey Memoirs, Vol. IV, p. 164.
* In 1828 the Duke of Wellington became Prime Minister of England.
f The family borough.
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